
Please read this document carefully!  
 
Please return the signed document by post until 2 May 2016 to one of the addresses given below:  
 

Kein Patent auf Leben! 
Frohschammerstr. 14  
80807 München 
GERMANY 

ProSpecieRara 
Unter Brüglingen 6 
4052 Basel 
SWITZERLAND 

ARCHE NOAH 
Obere Straße 40 
3553 Schiltern 
AUSTRIA 

 
Note: Documents sent in via email (photo/scan) can not be considered as we need the original 
signature! 
 
 

Dear Supporters, 
 
thank you very much for your interest in becoming involved in actions being taken against the patent 
on tomatoes held by Syngenta. This document is supposed to enable your active participation, so 
that together we can oppose patent EP 1515600.  
 
Background: In 2015, the European Patent Office granted the aforementioned patent EP 1515600 to 
Syngenta, which claims tomatoes with a high content of so-called flavonols. These compounds are 
supposedly beneficial to health. The patent covers the plants, the plant varieties with the respective 
plant characteristics, the seeds and the fruits. This so-called “invention”, however, is simply a product 
of crossing tomatoes from the countries of origin (Latin America) with varieties currently grown in 
the industrialised countries. European Patent Law prohibits patents on plant varieties and on 
conventional breeding (Art 53 b, European Patent Convention).  
 
We are filing a joint opposition in which we would like you to become part of if  
 

 you are at least 18 years old and 

 you fill in and sign the attached document (please note, this information will become 
publicly accessible within the course of the opposition) and return it to us by 2 May 2016.  

 
Note: The personal information you fill in has to be correct! 
 
We will then collect all the documents and file a joint opposition through a representative patent 
lawyer. This opposition is intended not only to start the legal process to obtain the revocation of the 
above patent, but also to send a strong political signal that no patents on life, especially on plants 
and animals, should ever be granted.  
 
There will be no costs to you arising from this opposition procedure or any ensuing appeal 
procedure. For further information, including the text of the patent and the text of opposition please 
visit:  
http://no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/recent-activities/joint-opposition 
 
If you have any further questions, please send an email mentioning “joint opposition” to: 
johanna.eckhardt@no-patents-on-seeds.org.  
 
Please print out the following page, fill it out, sign it and return it to one of the above postal 
addresses by 2 May 2016! 

 

http://no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/recent-activities/joint-opposition
mailto:johanna.eckhardt@no-patents-on-seeds.org


Joint opposition against European patent EP 1515600 

 

Title: FLAVONOL EXPRESSING DOMESTICATED TOMATO AND METHOD OF PRODUCTION 

Application number: 03760244.8 

Proprietor: Syngenta Participations AG, 4058 Basel (CH) 
Date of publication and mention of the grant of the patent: 12.08.2015 
Date of opposition: 11.05.2016 

 
Opponent:  
 

Name:   

Street, number:  

Postal code:   

City:   

Country:  

Nationality:   

 
 
Joint representative:  
DTS Patent- und Rechtsanwälte Schnekenbuehl und Partner mbB 
St.-Anna-Str. 15  
80538 München  
Germany  
 
The representative can also authorise a further representative.  
 
Opposition is filed against the patent as a whole. Revocation of the whole patent and if necessary a public 
hearing of the opposition is requested. 
 
Grounds for opposition are, in particular:  

The subject-matter of the European patent opposed is not patentable (Art. 100(a) EPC) because: 

 it is not new (Art. 52(1); Art. 54 EPC) 

 it does not involve an inventive step (Art. 52(1); Art. 56 EPC) 

 patentability is excluded under Article 53 (a) and (b).  

Furthermore, the patent opposed does not disclose the invention in a manner sufficiently clear and complete 

for it to be carried out by a person skilled in the art (Art. 100(b) EPC; see Art. 83 EPC). 

  

Facts (Rule 76(2)(c) EPC) presented in support of the opposition are submitted herewith on a separate sheet 

(annex 1). 

 

 

 

_________________                       ________________ 

Place, date                                            signature  
 



If you’d like to stay informed about the further process via email, please fill in this page and attach 
it to the opposition form.  
 
The e-mail address will not be sent to the EPO, published or used for other purposes. 
 
 
 

Name: 
 
 

Email-Address: 
 
 

 
 


