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International patent applications and EP granted patents on plants

www.kein-patent-auf-leben.de/patentdatenbank/



Patents on plants granted by the EPO per company (accumulated) 



Number of international patent applications (WIPO/PCT) filed for genetically engineered plants per year which include 
the term ‘CRISPR’ in the claims. Note: This research includes only patent applications filed in English language. 
https://www.testbiotech.org/node/3181

International patent applications on CRISPR & plants 

https://www.testbiotech.org/node/3181


https://www.testbiotech.org/node/3082

International patent applications on nucleases & plants per company



International patent applications on plants combining NGTs with 
conventional breeding published in 2023 



EP patents granted on conventional plant breeding per company 



‚Jordan‘ Virus: 10 patent applications of 

5 different companies are targeting same 

chromosome, with overlapping claims

https://www.no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/report2022





Claim 1 and 2: Usage of naturally occurring  gene variations for 
the selection of maize plants from existing plant populations. 

Claims 3-5: All maize plants inheriting the gene variations as 
long as the plants are not derived exclusively from crossing and 
selection; 

Claims 6-8 processes for the production of maize plants 
(including the resulting plants) with the desired characteristics, 
no matter if random mutagenesis or genetic engineering (NGTs) 
is applied. 



Nearly 1.400 conventionally bred plant varieties impacted by patents 



Plants obtained from random mutagenesis must therefore be distinguished 
historically, biologically, technically and legally from genetically engineered 
plants. They cannot be regarded as equivalent from the perspective of patent 
law. 

Plants obtained from random mutagenesis are therefore subject to the general 
prohibition from patenting in Article 53 (b). 

Some findings from existing law



Political decisions should not aim to regulate intellectual property rights for 
conventionally-bred plants in patent law. 

Access should be organised independently from patent law and firmly 
established within the framework of plant variety protection and full application 
of the breeders’ privilege. 

Conclusions for future regulation



https://www.no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/report-2024  

Thank you very much for your attention! 

Comment to the expert opinion commissioned by the Greens:
https://www.no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/opinion 

Contact: info@no-patents-on-seeds.org 

https://www.no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/report-2024
https://www.no-patents-on-seeds.org/en/opinion
mailto:info@no-patents-on-seeds.org
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