
 

 

 

 

Still no solution for prohibiting patents on plants and animals 

 
No Patents on Seeds! is starting an online petition for a moratorium 

 
 

14 December 2020 / Today, No Patents on Seeds! is starting an international appeal for a 

moratorium on patent applications covering plants and animals to stop the European Patent 

Office (EPO) from granting more patents on conventional breeding.   

 

The background: the Administrative Council 

of the European Patent Office (EPO) will 

meet tomorrow. Patents on seeds are one of 

the issues that should be on the agenda of the 

representatives from the 38 contracting 

states. After more than ten years of 

controversial debate, the EPO finally decided 

to prohibit patents on conventionally bred 

plants and animals. However, patents are still 

granted on random mutation breeding. No 

Patents on Seeds! is demanding that this 

practice is stopped. Several hundred 

conventionally bred varieties have already 

been patented in Europe. 

 

Discussions about possible solutions have been ongoing for several months, with experts from 

several of the contracting states supporting the position of No Patents on Seeds!. However, it is 

questionable whether the Administrative Council will resolve the matter at this meeting. Therefore, 

No Patents on Seeds! is demanding a moratorium on pending decisions for patents on plants and 

animals until a permanent solution is found. The president of the EPO has taken similar measures in 

the past.  

 

Katherine Dolan from ARCHE NOAH: “We demand the EPO takes urgent action to protect the 

common good and the interests of the broader public by stopping patent monopolies on seeds. As 

long as there is no solution, a moratorium should be put in place for patent applications covering 

plants and animals.”   

 

According to European law, patents on “essentially biological processes” for the breeding of plants 

and animals are prohibited. However, there is no clear legal distinction to technical processes of 

genetic engineering. These gaps in legal clarity could be resolved in the decision-making process of 

the Administrative Council of the EPO, which represents 38 contracting states and is responsible for 

the correct interpretation of European patent law. No Patents on Seeds! is demanding fast decision-

making to prevent large companies from taking more and more control of the seed markets.  

 

"We are in contact with experts from several European governments and hope they will help to find 

a solution for a clear prohibition of patents on conventional breeding", says Johanna Eckhardt for 

No Patents on Seeds!.  
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Contact 

 

- Katherine Dolan, Head of Policy, ARCHE NOAH, Tel +43 (0) 676 557 4408, 

katherine.dolan@arche-noah.at 

- Christoph Then, Spokesperson No Patents on Seeds!, Tel +49 (0) 151 54638040, 

info@no-patents-on-seeds.org  

- Johanna Eckhardt, Project coordination No Patents on Seeds!, Tel + 43 (0) 680 2126 343, 

johanna.eckhardt@no-patents-on-seeds.org  

 

The member organisations of No Patents on Seeds! are Arbeitsgemeinschaft bäuerliche 

Landwirtschaft e.V. (AbL), ARCHE NOAH, BUND Naturschutz in Bayern e.V., Corporate Europe 

Observatory, Frøsamlerne (Danish Seed Savers), Gen-ethical network, IG Nachbau, Kein Patent auf 

Leben, Oxfam, Plataforma Transgénicos Fora, ProSpecieRara, Public Eye and SWISSAID. 

 

Further information 

 

The call for the petition (PDF) 

Support the petition online 
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